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SECRET QUITO 0014 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, EC 

SUBJECT: COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF ECUADOREAN ARMY ON THE JOB 
REF: QUITO 9483 (NOTAL) 

REF A STATED THAT GENERAL DURAN, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE 
ECUADOREAN ARMY HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN PLACED UNDER DE FACTO 
HOUSE ARREST FOR CONSPIRING AGAINS THE PRESIDENT. THE 
EMBASSY WAS UNABLE TO SUBSTANTIATE THESE REPORTS, AND, AL- 
THOUGH THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOMETHING TO THEM, THERE IS NO 
INDICATION GENERAL DURAN IS NOW RESTRICTED IN ANY WAY. AS 
OF JAN. 2 HE IS BACK WORKING IN HIS OFFICE, IS ATTENDING 
CEREMONIAL FUNCTIONS, AND APPEARS TO BE EXERCISING ALL OF 
HIS POWERS AND DUTIES AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE 
ECUADOREAN ARMY. 
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